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PART 1: Review Comments

Reviewer’s comment Author’s comment (if agreed with reviewer,
correct the manuscript and highlight that part in
the manuscript. It is mandatory that authors
should write his/her feedback here)

Compulsory REVISION comments The main conclusions of the study, which are not muchnew, are based on very simple measures –the simplecoefficients of correlation.  It is necessary to probe therelationship between poverty and education, health etc.,with better statistical methods.Efficiency is also measured in education, health andpoverty -- in a crude fashion.  There is not muchdiscussion on measuring efficiency.The problem statement is very poorly written.“Plausible poverty determinants” are not analysed, asclaimed/proposed by the author.  Only economic growthand secondary education and life expectancy areconsidered.The paper reads well; the author is aware of somerelevant research, though there is a lot that he/she canrefer to.  Methodologically it seems to be a poor study.

Descriptive analysis is added to elaborate therelationship between public spending oneducation and health, human capital andpoverty. The reason for opting DEA (instead ofmodelling with regression analysis) is explainedin the paper.The concept of efficiency in context of DataEnvelopment Analysis (DEA) is furtherexplained.Problem statement is improved and relevantdefinitions of poverty are added in theintroduction. The basic purpose of the paper isnot to analyse all possible determinants ofpoverty but to focus on one of the mostimportant determinants of poverty, namelypublic spending for education and health.Literature review and methodological parts areenriched.
Minor REVISION comments
Optional/General comments The approach of the author is good, but I doubt whetherthe methodology adopted to arrive at the concussionsreached is adequate.


